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REVIEWS Of BOOKS. 


The book is well up to date in the matter of nerve and tendon- 
sutures, resections of the intestines, etc. 

Several fair wood-cuts are inserted in the text illustrating anatom¬ 
ical or surgical statements. W. W. Van Arsdale. 

Ueber die Principien des zeitgemaessen Kriegswund verbandes. 
Von Dr. C. Langenbuch, Sanitatsrath, etc. Berlin: Aug. Hirsch- 
wald, 1887. (New York, G. E. Stechert). 

On the Principles of Military Surgical Dressings at the Pres¬ 
ent Time. By Dr. C. Langenbuch. 

A pamphlet, 33 pages in length, containing propositions for the 
treatment of wounds in time of war founded upon the author’s expe¬ 
rience at Sofia during the recent Servian and Bulgarian war. 

In accordance with other recent writers on the same subject, the au¬ 
thor is in favor of the application of an antiseptic dry dressing, or at 
least of antiseptic tamponade, of all the wounds on the battle field it¬ 
self immediately after or during action. These dressings should not 
again be interfered with unless indications arise. Operations, how¬ 
ever, on the field should be restricted to primary life-saving ones, to 
constrictions after Esmarch, and to immobilizing limbs for transporta¬ 
tion. 

On the other hand, he would not have iodoform or dry dressings 
used if the wound proves infected, but generous absorbent .dressings 
after free opening and draining of the wounds. 

He recommends the use of starched gauze bandages with splints in¬ 
stead of plaster-of-Paris. 

The most striking feature in the pamphlet is the admission to military 
surgical practice of the recent reactiqp against iodoform begun by sci¬ 
entific experiments. W. W. Van Arsdale. 

Die chirurgische Behandlung des Kropfes. Von Dr. Anton Wolf- 
ler, Professor derchirurgie zu Graz. Berlin, 1887: Aug. Hirschwald. 
(New York, G. E. Stechert). 

The Surgical Treatment of Goitre. By Dr. Anton Wolfler, 
Professor of Surgery at Graz. 

This genially-written book, of about 90 pages large octavo, con¬ 
tains a complete history of the surgical treatment of goitre from the 
earliest ages to 1886. There is not a name connected with a surgical 
operation upon goitre that is not mentioned or treated of at length,' 
while a complete list of all publications on the subject may be found' 
in the foot-notes on each page. 
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In this manner the author shows how the operation of extirpation of 
thyroid tumors was advanced and declined in different periods of sur¬ 
gical history, and this idea is illustrated by appropriate tables and a 
chart. 

The author regards the present time as an epoch in the history of 
goitre and its treatment, when the antiseptic method has been fully 
mastered, and yet no longer embarrasses our critical judgment as to 
final results, and when our knowledge of complicating conditions after 
operations for goitre, such as the “ cachexia strumipriva,” has in¬ 
creased, although he fully realizes how much there still remains to be 
done, in order to answer the many vexed questions connected with his 
theme. 

The work, compiled with an extraordinary amount of industry and 
familiarity with the subject is inscribed to Prof. Billroth, who, twenty- 
five years ago, was the first to attempt to remove goitres by operation, 
and who has since operated upon more than 230 cases. 

\V. W. Van Arsdale. 

Antiseptik und Trepanation. Von Dr. K. Seydel, 

Privat-docent, etc., an der Universitat Munchen. Munich, 1886, 

Heinrich Muller. (New York, G. E. Stechert). 

Antiseptic Practice and Trephining. By Dr. K. Seydel. 

This valuable book, 176 pages large octavo, is the outcome of the 
recent great advances in the surgery of the brain due to the exercise 
of the antiseptic method. The object of the author has evidently 
been to set forth the immense influence for good that antiseptics have 
had upon the operation of trephining, as well as to consider the pres¬ 
ent indications for interference in disorders and injuries of the brain. 

The author begins with a very complete historical review of the op¬ 
eration of trephining from antiquity to the present time, including the 
period of development after the introduction of the antiseptic system 
into surgery. In succeeding chapters he treats of trephining for simple 
and for compound injuries to the skull, for retention of pus (Pott), for 
abscess of the brain, for cranial ostitis, for neoplasms, and for epilepsy, 
etc. In each of these chapters statistics are given a tabulated review 
of all the cases known to the author, which were operated upon with 
antiseptic precautions. By comparing the statistical figures gotten from 
these tables with the statistics of pre-antiseptic times collated by 
Bluhm, and with the statistics of cases treated by conservative 
methods, as given by Cramer and Weismann, the author is enabled to 
deduct not only that the operation of trephining is not at all dangerous 
when performed with antiseptic precautions, but that it is much more 
frequently indicated, than it is at present performed. 



